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EDITORIAL

Introducing the Journal of Illusion

In general, research in perceptual psychology recognizes 
illusion as a tool for elucidating the underlying percep-
tual mechanisms. For this reason, the status of  illusory 
phenomena that are not clearly contributing to the elu-
cidation of  perceptual mechanisms is often underesti-
mated. On the other hand, we feel that the phenomenal 
aspect of  illusion itself  may have the power to boost re-
search in perceptual psychology. Even without specify-
ing the mechanism right now, illusions are fascinating, 
surprising, and inspiring to those who see them.

Based on this idea, we planned to launch the  Journal 
of Illusion (JOI). The idea originated in our discus-
sion on Twitter. It took a year for that idea to come to 
fruition. The Editorial Board members of  the journal 
agreed with our outlandish idea. It remains to be seen 
how well the idea of  focusing on the phenomenal aspects 
of  illusion will be accepted, but we hope that this jour-
nal will contribute to the establishment of  the science of 
illusion itself.

Features of JOI
JOI defines an illusion as the perception of an object 
that is considered to be inconsistent with individual’s 
or group’s prior knowledge, recognition, or belief  as to 
what the object should be in perception, cognition, and/
or physics. Therefore, JOI focuses on perceptual, cogni-
tive (e.g. magic or misunderstanding), or physical illusions 
(e.g. mirage or the Doppler effect). For perceptual illu-
sions, not only visual illusions but also illusions at various 
sensory modalities are welcome. Trompe l’oeil and illu-
sion artworks are also welcome. JOI publishes all of the 

illusion displays/artworks under the Creative Commons 
CC-BY-NC-ND 4.0 license.

As mentioned earlier, JOI prefers phenomena to mech-
anisms. A single illusion can be demonstrated in different 
ways even if  the mechanism of the illusion is unitary. JOI 
does not put importance on the clarification of an un-
derlying mechanism for an illusion. Rather, JOI calls for 
reports of new phenomena and/or new demonstrations/
artworks that contain an illusion, which deems novel, 
stunning, eye-catching, mind-blowing, compelling, and/
or astonishing. Experimental studies on new illusions are 
also welcome. Review articles on new and/or known illu-
sions are acceptable. Yet, theoretical studies that do not 
lead to new illusions are not welcome.

Rather than a hypothetical research, JOI prefers ex-
ploratory research that is usually unacceptable in the con-
ventional style of scientific journals. The reason for our 
policy is because illusion works are often created based 
on the fruit of serendipity, not always on logical deduc-
tions from previous studies. Hence, a clear hypothesis is 
not required in the manuscript. On the other hand, studies 
based on a clear hypothesis can be submitted to the Regis-
tered Reports category.

If  you discover a really new illusion, do not hesitate to 
report it in JOI! Explanations of underlying mechanisms 
are not indispensable; phenomenal novelty is enough!
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